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Original publisher: Washington, D. C. : U. S. General Accounting OBice, 2003 OCLC Number: (OCoLC)53813640
Subject: Bacillus anthracis -- Decontamination. Excerpt: . . . contaminants from the site. The last revision - an
increase from 25 million to 28 million - occurred in June 2002. ( See table 1. ) Table 1: EPA Estimated Contract
and Government Agreement Cost Increases for the Capitol Hill Anthrax Cleanup Dollars in millions New
estimated contract cost Date approved Amount of increase a November 5, 2001 5 December 5, 2001 4 9
December 18, 2001 3 12 January 16, 2002 8 20 February 14, 2002 5 25 June 6, 2002 3 28 Source: EPA. a EPA first
authorized spending in excess of the 2 million statutory limit in a November 5, 2001, action memorandum. EPA
adjusted its projections during the course of the cleanup as a result of a number of factors generally related to
the uniqueness of the situation - the first use of anthrax as a terrorist weapon in this country. EPA had not
addressed anthrax contamination in buildings previously and protocols for responding to contamination by
anthrax or other biological agents did not exist. In addition, some scientific and technical information needed
to properly plan and conduct the anthrax cleanup was not readily available; and EPA did not, at that time, have
registered antimicrobial agents approved for use against anthrax. Also, EPA had not compared the costs of
candidate decontamination methods. Further, much was - and still is - unknown about the properties of lab-
produced anthrax such as that used in this incident, which led to uncertainties about the health risks posed by
the contamination and how it could spread. As a result, EPA and contractors had...
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