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indexed. Not illustrated. 1875 Excerpt: . philosophic spirit and method has this period of diffusion offered to the
generations of the Englishspeaking world in this latter part of the nineteenth century, to say nothing of the
wonderful development of this great work in many noble minds of France and of Germany. In this distinctively
philosophic vein have worked such writers as Hallam and May and Stubbs in discussing the growth of the
English Constitution; Buckle and Lecky in the study of the great movements of historic civilization; Stanley in
treating of the Eastern and Jewish churches, to name only a few notable examples. So, also, history in the
common acceptance of the term has been voluminously written with more than wonted insight into the
connection of events, and more than wonted wisdom in their selection. Kings and conquerors have ceased to
occupy the entire historic stage, and the condition, customs, and opinions of the masses of men claim their
share of attention. The list of historical writers has never been larger or indicated better perception or more
power, either here or in England, than during the forty or fifty years which have just passed away. Macaulay, in
impassioned eloquence, has made his special plea for the founders of the great Whig party which governed
England, wisely, on the whole, for half a century after the revolution of 1689. Greece and Home and the life of
their people have been brought to us as realities by the fascinating pages of Grote, and...
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