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WORD FREAK: HEARTBREAK, TRIUMPH, GENIUS, AND OBSESSION IN
THE WORLD OF COMPETITIVE SCRABBLE PLAYERS

Audible Studios on Brilliance, United States, 2016. CD-Audio. Book Condition: New. Unabridged. 171 x 133 mm.
Language: English . Brand New. Stefan Fatsis, a former Wall Street Journal reporter and National Public Radio
regular, recounts his remarkable rise through the ranks of elite Scrabble players while exploring the game s
strange, potent hold over themand him. Scrabble might truly be called America s game. More than two million
sets are sold every year and at least thirty million American homes have one. But the game s most talented
competitors inhabit a sphere far removed from the masses of living room players. Theirs is a surprisingly
diverse subculture whose stars include a vitamin-popping standup comic; a former bank teller whose intestinal
troubles earn him the nickname G.I. Joel ; a burly, unemployed African American from Baltimore s inner city;
the three-time national champion who plays according to Zen principles; and Fatsis himself, who we see
transformed from a curious reporter to a confirmed Scrabble nut. He begins by haunting the gritty corner of a
Greenwich Village park where pickup Scrabble games can be found whenever weather permits. His curiosity
soon morphs into compulsion, as he sets about memorizing thousands of obscure words and fills his evenings
with solo Scrabble played on his living room floor. Before long he finds himself at tournaments socializingand
competingwith Scrabble s elite. But this book is about more than hardcore Scrabblers, for the game yields
insights into realms as disparate as linguistics, psychology, and mathematics. Word Freak extends its reach
even further, pondering the light Scrabble throws on such notions as brilliance, memory, competition, failure,
and hope. It is a geography of obsession that celebrates the uncanny powers locked in all of us. This edition
includes a new 2013 afterword by the author.
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You May Also Like

Brin gin g Elizab eth  H o me: A  J o u rn ey  o f  Faith  an d  H o p e                   
BRILLIANCE AUDIO, United States, 2015. CD-Audio. Book Condition: New. Unabridged. 170 x
133 mm. Language: English . Brand New. At 3:58 in the morning of June 5, 2002, Ed and Lois
Smart awoke to the...
Do w n lo ad  eBo o k »      

Ru mp y  Du mb  Bu n n y :  A n  Early  Read er C h ild ren  s Bo o k ( Pap erb ack)                      
Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 203 x 133 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Rumpy is a dumb bunny. He eats
poison ivy for breakfast and annoys...
Do w n lo ad  eBo o k »      

Electro n ic Dreams: H o w  1980s Britain  L earn ed  to  L o v e th e C o mp u ter                 
Audible Studios on Brilliance, United States, 2016. CD-Audio. Book Condition: New.
Unabridged. 170 x 135 mm. Language: English . Brand New. Remember the ZX Spectrum? Ever
have a go at programming with its stretchy rubber...
Do w n lo ad  eBo o k »      

Ov erco me Y o u r Fear o f  H o mesch o o lin g w ith  In sid er In f o rmatio n  ( Pap erb ack)                        
Createspace, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 203 x 133 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Homeschooing: YOU CAN DO IT! If you
are considering homeschooling, Overcome Your...
Do w n lo ad  eBo o k »      

C h ild ren  s Ed u catio n al Bo o k:  J u n io r L eo n ard o  Da Vin ci :  A n  In tro d u ctio n  to  th e                                
A rt,  Scien ce an d  In v en tio n s o f  Th is Great Gen iu s.  A ge 7 8  9  10 Y ear- Old s.  [ U s                                      
En glish ]  ( Pap erb ack)     
Createspace, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 254 x 178 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.ABOUT SMART READS for Kids . Love
Art, Love Learning Welcome. Designed to...
Do w n lo ad  eBo o k »      
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Fo x Tales f o r Kid s:  Fif teen  Fairy  Sto ries ab o u t Fo xes f o r C h ild ren  ( Pap erb ack)                     
Createspace, United States, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 226 x 152 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.FiPeen short stories about foxes are
selected from several books of fairy tales
Sav e Do cu men t »   

A merica s L o n gest War:  Th e U n ited  States an d  Vietn am, 1950- 1975 ( Pap erb ack)               
McGraw-Hill Education - Europe, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 5th.
206 x 137 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book. Respected for its thorough research,
comprehensive coverage, and clear, readable style, America s
Sav e Do cu men t »   

H isto ry  o f  th e To w n  o f  Su tto n  M assach u setts f ro m 1704 to  1876 ( Pap erb ack)                      
Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. annotated edition. 229 x
152 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.This version of the
History of the Town of Sutton Massachusetts
Sav e Do cu men t »   

C arry in g th e Kin g s Prid e ( Pap erb ack)        
Harlequin, United States, 2016. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Not for Online.. 163 x 104
mm. Language: English . Brand New Book. A marriage for the monarch One last New York night
with Sofia Ramirez is
Sav e Do cu men t »   

Bab y  Wh ale s L o n g Sw im: L ev el 1  ( Pap erb ack)            
Sterling Publishing Co Inc, United States, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 224 x 150
mm. Language: English . Brand New Book. When spring comes, a baby calf gray whale and his
mother head north to
Sav e Do cu men t »   
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