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Summary: Browne makes the surreal accessible and appealing for children. His gorgeously detailed
illustrations pace the story perfectly, alternating busy, wide forest shots with close-ups of Bear against a white
background working his magic. . Preschoolers will identify with the pragmatic bear and wish for a magic pencil
of their own. The Horn Book Bear's slightly surreal journey is perfectly paced and just right for the most
imaginative tots. As Bear continues, he meets Crocodile, Lion, and Elephant before coming to a wall, which he
neatly takes care of, too, by drawing a bear-sized hole and stepping through. Although the book closes with
Bear saying bye-bye, children will happily imagine further adventures. Booklist Online.
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