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Perseus Distribution, 2010. SoDcover. Book Condition: New. Barry, a neuroscientist at Mount Holyoke College,
was born with her eyes crossed and literally couldn't see in all three dimensions. Barry underwent several
surgeries as a child, but it wasn't until she was in college that she realized she wasn't seeing in 3-D. The medical
profession has believed that the visual center of the brain can't rewire itself aDer a critical cutoG point in a
child's development, but in her 40s, with the help of optometric vision therapy, Barry showed that previously
neglected neurons could be nudged back into action. The author tells a poignant story of her gradual discovery
of the shapes in flowers in a vase, snowflakes falling, even the folds in coats hanging on a peg. ADer Barry's
story was written up in the New Yorker by Oliver Sacks, she heard from many others who had successfully
learned to correct their vision as adults, challenging accepted wisdom about the plasticity of the brain.
Recommended for all readers who cheer stories with a triumph over seemingly insuperable odds. When
neuroscientist Susan Barry was fiDy years old, she took an unforgettable trip to Manhattan. As she emerged
from the dim light of the subway into the sunshine, she saw a view of the city that she had witnessed many
times in the past but now saw in an astonishingly new way. Skyscrapers on street corners appeared to loom out
toward her like the bows of giant ships. Tree branches projected upward and outward, enclosing and
commanding palpable volumes of space. Leaves created intricate mosaics in 3D. With each glance, she
experienced the deliriously novel sense of immersion in a three dimensional world. Barry had been cross-eyed
and stereoblind since early infancy. After half a century of perceiving her surroundings as flat...
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