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1816 Not till the passing of the present Gold Act, when the Government virtually undertook to bear the loss upon
all coins not tampered with, was the questions satisfactorily settled. The pages of history reveal many
interesting incidents, and show that not only had the question of fair wear and tear to be dealt with, but a
warfare had constantly to be carried on against the clipper and coiner of both gold and silver. As early as 1564
John Bennet, master of the ordnance, was in trouble for coining hard-heads, a small coin of mixed silver and
copper; and many have been his followers down to the present day. Coining has been almost entirely confined
to the lower ranks of society, but clipping was quite a fine art, and was practised by all classes. It was no
uncommon thing for respectable people to carry a small file and apply it scientifically to each silver coin that
passed through their hands, disposing of the filings to their silversmith. in many cases clipping was carried out
in a most systematic manner. The Vicar of Bothal, near Morpeth, was a notorious sinner. He is known to have
sent to a Newcastle silversmith filings that realized upwards of 200. Daniel Auty was an adept in the art, and was
in the habit of paying a small commission for the loan of 100 in silver for a few days, out of which he boasted he
could extract about three shillings of every pound. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of
thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at...
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