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brethren of the Clergy and Laity, wo conclude the session of our First General Council by presenting to you and
reading in your presence a Pastoral Letter, addressed to the members of the Protestant Episcopal Church
scattered throughout the Confederate States. By the mighty power of the Holy Ghost we have been permitted to
bring our deliberations to a close in a spirit of harmony and peace which augurs well for the future welfare of
our branch of the Church Catholic; and our first duty is to thank Him who has promised to be with His Church
to the end of the world, for His presence with us during our consultations, and for the happy conclusion to
which He has brought our sacred labors. Seldom has any Council assembled in the Church of Christ under
circumstances needing His presence more urgently than this which is now about to submit its conclusions to the
judgment of the Universal Church. Forced by the providence of God to separate ourselves from the Protestant
Episcopal Church in the United States, - a Church with whose doctrine, discipline and worship we are in entire
harmony, and with whose action, up to the time of that separation, we were abundantly satisfied - at a moment
when civil strife had dipped its foot in blood, and cruel war was desolating our homes and firesides, we required
a double...
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