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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Ex-Slave Pension Frauds Next to the forty acres and
a mule swindle* the slave pension schemes have drawn more hard earned dollars from the ex-slaves than any
other of the numerous frauds perpetrated on them. Unlike the forty acres and a mule swindle, which was
contrary to the interests of the Southern whites and was therefore opposed by them, the pension fraud owes
much of its success to the fact that influential Southern whites have favored slave pensions and have spoken or
written or introduced bills in Congress to secure them, and numerous Camps of Confederate Veterans have
proposed or endorsed the pensioning of faithful slaves. So the old negroes have felt that, aFer all the promises
made, something surely was due them. While the pension fraud is not one of the Reconstruction swindles, it is
not of recent origin. The state of mind in black and white that made it possible datesfrom the returning good
feeling between the races aFer the downfall of Reconstruction. There was some talk of it and some resulting
swindling during the 80 s, but the most important movement began with the early 90 s and was not eHectually
checked for ten years. The former slaves were growing old, oFen too old to work, and the idea of pensions
appealed strongly to them. The immediate cause of the great swindling movement of the 90 s was the activity
of one man whose intentions, however mistaken, were probably sincere. This man was William R. Vaughan, a
native of Alabama, a Democrat in politics, who removed to the Northwest and was at one time mayor of
Council Bluffs. lie was an eccentric...
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