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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1868 Excerpt: .of her person. Her aspect is described as mild, her mien graceful.
Madame de Sevigne writes of her jolit pieds qui lafaisaient si bien danser; she was an excellent horsewoman;
she was a good musician and composed operas; her eyes were black, her eyebrows gracefully arched, her lips
remarkably rosy, her hair profuse and of a dark chestnut colour. But, like all the unhappy Princesses of France
doomed to marry Spanish Kings, she regarded her destiny with dread and aversion. Transferred from the gay
Court and brilliant intellectual life of Prance, these young creatures were killed oJ fast by the sombre dulness,
monotony, and iron etiquette of the palaces of Spain. None of the Queens of Spain were long-lived. Philip II.
used up four in his lifetime; one of whom, the beautiful Elizabeth de Valois, leL behind her the reputation of a
saint and a martyr among the Spanish people, and was adored in her lifetime as the gentle-hearted Isabella de
la Pas. Some letters written by one of her French maids of honour, and lately published, give a pitiable notion of
the dreary monotony of existence which drove her to an early grave; and the routine of her daily life was
precisely that of Marie Louise d Orleans. Of another Spanish Queen, Elizabeth de France, the first wife of Philip
IV., the memory was still fresh in the minds of the people of Spain, and inspired a hopeful augury of the
marriage of Charles II....
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