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These Principles were originally contributed to the Royal Society of Edinburgh in a Memoir received by the
Secretary 9th October 1878, and in a supplementary paper received 5th November. I had the honour of reading
an Abstract before the Society at the meetings of 16th December and 20th January. In the interval between the
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directed towards its development the whole of my subsequent study of the Mathematical, Physical, and Natural
Sciences, which are embraced in the curriculum for the degree of Doctor of Science (Mathematics) at the
University of Edinburgh. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and
classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses
state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing
imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or
missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections
successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.
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